
            

HABITACT peer review 2014 – Meeting report 

available 

 

The 2014 peer review enabled HABITACT to 

bring together European counterparts to com-

pare and exchange strategies, taking the Athens 

policy and service model as a starting point. The 

meeting report of the peer review which took 

place in Athens on 10-11 April is now available 

online. It is clear that Athens municipality is un-

der huge pressure to deliver social solidarity to 

an increasing number of homeless households. 

The pressure is leading to different forms of in-

novation, but requires a clear long-term strategy 

to steer this energy. The re-election of Yiorgos 

Kaminis in May 2014 as Mayor of Athens is su-

rely an opportunity to gather all stakeholders 

and devise a clear action plan which can ad-

dress homelessness effectively. Also see HABI-

TACT in action by viewing this slideshow. If you 

are interested in hosting the 2015 HABITACT 

peer review, contact us at info@habitact.eu 

 

HABITACT coordination meets Budapest  

councillor Gábor Bihary 

 

A meeting was held between HABITACT and a 

delegation of the Committee of the Regions, 

including Gabor Bihary, local councillor in Buda-

pest and member of the Committee of the Re-

gions who is rapporteur for the CoR opinion cal-

ling for a European homeless strategy. He ex-

plained the driving forces behind the opinion 

‘breach of human rights, EU poverty migration, 

need for an EU framework to support local/

regional authorities). Generally the delegation 

showed interest and support for the HABITACT 

network, and the need  to consider possible fol-

low-up options on adoption of the recent opi-

nion.  

Paper on the impact of HABITACT peer reviews 

2010-2014 

 

A paper is in preparation for the European re-

search conference taking place in Berlin on 9-

10 October entitled “Towards Inclusive Em-

ployment and Welfare Systems: Challenges for 

a Social Europe.” The paper will be presented 

at the workshop on “social innovation and ur-

ban governance”. Liz Gosme and Prof Isobel 

Anderson will examine the impact of interna-

tional learning as  a driver of innovation in lo-

cal-level policy-making, with a look at the 

achievements and challenges from the five 

HABITACT peer review on local homeless poli-

cies. To see the full abstract, contact in-

fo@habitact.eu 

 

 

Online policy bank review to be conducted in 

July 2014 

 

In July/August, the HABITACT coordination will 

contact the wider network to check if there are 

any updates to integrate in the different policy 

bank entries. In the last review conducted in 

January, 5 entries were updated. If there are 

new developments in the homeless policy for 

your local authority (because there is a new 

strategy, new stakeholders, new types of ser-

vices piloted, because you have had to adapt 

policy linked to welfare reforms, etc), please 

do send us these updates. It is a useful re-

source for local policy-makers responsible for 

confronting homelessness in their local com-

munity. 
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Balkan floods  

 

Due to continuous rainfall that started on 13 May 

2014, extreme floods hit Serbia affecting and dis-

placing thousands of people, damaging houses, 

road and energy infrastructure, and destroying live-

stock and crops, primarily in the west of the country. 

Flooding has also caused enormous damage in 

neighbouring Bosnia and Herzegovina, which has 

seen casualties as well, and in Croatia. In Serbia, 

more than 30.000 people have been evacuated 

from the affected areas and 140 shelters were set 

up, including 47 in the capital, Belgrade. According 

to preliminary assessments, a total of 1,800 houses 

have been destroyed while between 2.500 and 

3.000 have been damaged in the floods in Serbia. 

Most of the ruined houses are in Obrenovac which 

was hit hard by severe floods after the river Koluba-

ra burst its banks, flooding the town, claiming doz-

ens of lives and forcing its 70,000 inhabitants to 

evacuate. Serbia, as a country in accession negotia-

tions, is also eligible for the EU Solidarity Fund for 

disaster relief under the same conditions as EU 

Member States are. More here and here. 

 

Cross-sector cooperation to reduce evictions in   

Upplands-väsby 

 

As part of a wider effort to reduce the number of 

evictions in Upplands-Väsby, a municipality north of 

Stockholm, started an innovative project between 

the municipality, the municipal housing company 

and one of the major private landlords in 2006,  

using funding from the Ministry of social affairs. The 

methods and results of this project were presented 

at a national homelessness conference held in 

Västeras in April 2014. The project methods of set-

ting up close cooperation between the landlords and 

the municipality, using mediation between landlord 

and tenant in case of disturbance or rent arrears 

and involving the tenant when discussing possible 

solutions have shown good results. The number of 

evictions has dropped, new flexible contracts and 

rent models have been developed and fewer ten-

ants have been in rent arrears. As access to the 

housing-market in Sweden is getting more and 

more competitive, these types of preventive projects 

working towards protecting the more vulnerable or 

groups at risk are potentially useful for overall pre-

vention work in the future, which is a key element in 

the struggle to reduce homelessness. More here (in 

Swedish) 

 

  

local news 
 

A new protocol to identify families at risk of homeless-

ness in Dublin 

 

As the number of families losing their homes in Dublin 

continues to increase, a new protocol to identify families 

at risk of losing their homes is to be announced by the 

Dublin Region Homeless Executive and the Department 

of Social Protection. Currently, when a family at risk of 

losing their home approaches their local authority, they 

are told there is little that can be done until they become 

homeless.  Under this system, such families will have a 

key worker assigned to them immediately to advise 

them of their rights and work with them to avoid home-

lessness. It will be part of a wider move to enhance 

homelessness-preventive measures.  A range of services 

can be found on www.homelessdublin.ie  The latest fig-

ures from the Dublin Homeless Executive, which over-

sees services in the city’s four local authority areas, indi-

cate that there were 184 adults with children depend-

ents in hotels or hostels, indicating a steady increase 

since 2012.  The cost of accommodation is also spiral-

ling, with the projections of €4.5 million expenditure on 

emergency hotel and hostel accommodation this year, 

representing a 10-fold increase from 2012. More here. 

 

 

Brussels: No to seasonal aid policy for homeless people  

 

Nine day care services from Brussels demand structural 

funding for sustainable actions against exclusion, isola-

tion and insecurity experienced by homeless people. 

They call for a better distribution of resources throughout 

the whole year and remind that help to homeless people 

should not start at the beginning of the Winter and end 

with the first days of Spring. The “HIVER 86.400” plan 

offered a new approach because it provided day services 

to homeless people in order to provide social support as 

well as emergency shelter. The main objectives of the 

project are extension of opening hours, increasing the 

number of showers, additional drop-in services and out-

reach work.  In Spring, all the activities of stabilisation 

and support that were implemented during winter, to-

gether with the accomplished results are being compro-

mised by the strictly seasonal funding.  This year, the day 

care service centres had nearly 2.800 visits per week, 

with a total of more than 40.000 visits during the winter 

opening period of 5 months.  A large part of day centre 

users are women (20%) and families (around 40 fami-

lies) that require prolonged assistance, as well as, chil-

dren (up to 160 children per week). More here (in French) 
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http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/flood-damage-assesment-underway-in-serbia
http://www.euractiv.rs/vesti/7283-balkans-struggling-with-floods-
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/serbia-starts-cleaning-flood-mess
http://www.regeringen.se/sb/d/16544
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/new-protocol-will-identify-families-at-risk-of-homelessness-1.1784373
http://cbcs.be/IMG/pdf/communique_de_presse_projet_hiver_86_400_.pdf?348/f65a00e6f896b3150045cb77e5622f926535bde9
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news from europe 
 

Calls for proposals under the new EaSI programme 

(Employment and Social Innovation) – Deadline 

30/7/2014 

 

A new social policy innovation call is out. The main fea-

tures of the call are a focus  on social innovation in so-

cial services along 3 lines: one-stop shops; personalized 

approach through high quality case handlers; innovative 

partnership. Homeless people are specifically men-

tioned: “an  integrated approach improves the res-

ponses to complex needs and would better serve the 

citizens, especially the populations in need of priority 

services such as the homeless”. The lead applicant must 

be a public authority or a public body (national, regional 

or local level) that sets policies and/or plays a role in 

delivery of  social services. More here 
 

Eiuropean guide on  good practices for Community-led 

local development  

 

The European Commission has published a guide on the 

use of the EU structural and investment funds to pro-

mote  Community-led local development (CLLD). There 

is a section on CLLD to promote social inclusion with 

examples on how to use CLLD to combat homelessness 

and the Casa Primeiro project in Lisbon as a case study. 

 
Committee of the Regions  adopts opinion calling for 

European homeless strategy 

 

The Economic and social affairs commission (ECOS) of 

the EU Committee of the Regions (CoR) adopted an opi-

nion in April 2014 calling for a European homelessness 

strategy. This opinion was then adopted by  the CoR ple-

nary on 26th June. It will be integrated in the key CoR 

messages to the new European Commission and Euro-

pean Parliament which will start a new 5-year mandate 

this Autumn.  See the opinion here in all languages: CDR 

2234/2014 FR DE EN IT NL DA EL ES PT FI SV CS ET H
U LV LT MT PL SK SL BG RO HR  
 
Eurostat to publish data on homelessness in Census 

Hub 

 

A letter received from Commissioner Semeta’s cabinet 

informs us about the intention of Eurostat to publish 

data on homelessness in the Eurostat Census Hub (now 

active). Here is the country table for « other housing 

units and homeless »). However, given this is the first 

population census exercise which formally tries to cover 

homeless households, the data is to be used with cau-

tion.  Questions? info@habitact.eu 

 

 

 

 

Public consultation to review the Europe2020 strategy 

 

Take a minute to respond to this European consulta-

tion on Europe2020. You can respond as an organiza-

tion or a citizen. Maybe Europe2020 is very distant to 

your work, or maybe Europe2020 has been useful to 

mobilise funding and political will on poverty-related 

issues like homelessness? This is an opportunity to 

have your say, and also to push the homelessness 

agenda at EU level – so feel free to mention the impor-

tance of having networks like HABITACT and FEANTSA 

in order to drive innovation, develop cross-border net-

works, and generally support service delivery and poli-

cy-making at local level. More here 

 

New European guide on housing in refugee resettle-

ment 
 

In many European cities and municipalities, housing 

for migrants, refugees, asylum seekers and other vul-

nerable and low income groups is becoming increa-

singly difficult to find. In order to inspire creative solu-

tions and new initiatives in housing for refugee re-

settlement,  the SHARE partnership have produced a 

guide, referred to as: ‘A Place to Live, A Place to Stay’, 

the SHARE Good Practice Guide for Housing in Refu-

gee Resettlement. SHARE is a part of the European 

Resettlement Network (www.resettlement.eu), an in-

clusive network that supports the development of re-

settlement in Europe. More here 

 

European social policy innovation conference –  

Housing First Europe on the programme 

 

The European Commission organised in Brussels a 

European conference on social policy innovation. The 

HABITACT coordination team was present at the confe-

rence given that Housing First Europe was presented 

as an example of European cooperation to drive inno-

vation in the field of homelessness.  

 

FEANTSA Autumn events  

 

There are two upcoming event this autumn. The Euro-

pean Research conference will take place in Warsaw 

on 19th September and registrations are open. The 

European Policy conference will take place in Bergamo 

on 24-25 October – registrations will open on 11 July. 

To see a sneak preview of the programme, contact 

info@habitact.eu 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=629&langId=en&callId=408&furtherCalls=yes
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/informat/2014/guidance_clld_local_actors.pdf
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cFR%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_FR.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cDE%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_DE.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cEN%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_EN.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cIT%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_IT.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cNL%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_NL.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cDA%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_DA.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cEL%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_EL.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cES%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_ES.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cPT%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_PT.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cFI%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_FI.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cSV%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_SV.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cCS%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_CS.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cET%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_ET.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cHU%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_HU.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cHU%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_HU.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cLV%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_LV.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cLT%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_LT.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cMT%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_MT.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cPL%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_PL.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cSK%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_SK.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cSL%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_SL.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cBG%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_BG.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cRO%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_RO.doc&docid=2999009
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5cecos-v%5cdossiers%5cecos-v-058%5cHR%5cCOR-2014-02234-00-00-PAC-TRA_HR.doc&docid=2999009
https://ec.europa.eu/CensusHub2/query.do?step=selectHyperCube&qhc=false&countrycode=en-US
mailto:info@habitact.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/public-consultation/index_en.htm
http://www.resettlement.eu/sites/icmc.tttp.eu/files/ICMC_SHARE%20A%20Place%20to%20Live_Housing%20Good%20Practice%20Guide.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=88&eventsId=981&furtherEvents=yes
http://www.feantsaresearch.org/spip.php?article222&lang=en
http://www.feantsaresearch.org/spip.php?article222&lang=en
http://feantsa.org/spip.php?article2819&lang=en
mailto:info@habitact.eu
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Twice as many homeless people in Salzburg  

 

The number of people experiencing homelessness 

in Salzburg (Austria) has more than doubled in the 

last ten years from 500 to more than 1000. These 

are the results of a survey published by “Forum 

Wohnungslosenhilfe Salzburg” and presented at the 

second Housing Shortage Day in Salzburg.   In Octo-

ber 2013 when the survey took place, there were 

1260 homeless people. This is a 16% percent in-

crease from last year, resulting in 170 persons 

more experiencing homelessness. The increases 

are primarily due to two major groups: people from 

Eastern Europe who came to Salzburg in search for 

better conditions, and non-Austrians who have long 

been in Austria and have a residence permit, but for 

different reasons live in the shelters. There is a 

small increase even in the number of homeless 

Austrians who are often temporarily homeless. 

More here. 

 

 

Derby’s homeless population triples in a year  
 

 

Shocking figures show the number of homeless in 

Derby (UK) has tripled in the space of a year – with 

the blame put on funding cuts and the Govern-

ment’s benefits crackdown. The figures show there 

were 769 individuals or families made homeless, or 

about to be, in 2013-14, more than three times the 

figure from 2012-13. This is partly down to the cut-

ting of the council budget which helps them, but 

experts say benefits changes, like the so-called bed-

room tax, and the economic downturn are also to 

blame. The council says the homelessness issue is 

nationwide and that the cuts it makes are down to 

the slashing of its funding from Government. The 

council’s strategic director for adults, health and 

housing, said there has been a reduction in housing

-related support funding for both accommodation 

based and community support schemes, which has 

impacted on services for these households. The 

Department for Communities and Local Govern-

ment spokesman said Whitehall did not accept the 

latest homelessness figures from the council as 

they had not been through a “quality assurance 

process”. More here. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

More that 2000  homeless people in Madrid 

 
 

More than 2,000 people are homeless in Madrid 

(Spain) and 35% have some form of disability accord-

ing to a research performed by the department of 

Social Psychology of the University of Alcalá, in collab-

oration with the Complutense University of Madrid. 

The research which involved more than 180 respond-

ents shows that the number of homeless people has 

not increased significantly during the economic crisis. 

Of all the homeless people, about 80% are men. In 

addition, there is a significant increase in the average 

age of homeless people, from 40 years in the early 

2000s to 47 today. Ten percent of respondents are 

under 30. The duration of homelessness episodes has 

doubled since 2000 and now amounts to seven years 

on average. The findings show an increase in home-

less immigrants although seven out of ten homeless 

people are Spanish.  Regarding education, the re-

searchers have observed some changes through the 

years, with a positive trend in the education level of 

homeless people.  The study found that nearly 65% of 

homeless people have completed secondary educa-

tion and about 12% have college degrees.  Among the 

respondents, only 3.2% are working, 79.3% are unem-

ployed and 15.4% are retired. All of them are experi-

encing difficult economic conditions with average in-

comes of just over 200 euros per month. In addition, 

24% of respondents had parents with problems with 

alcohol or drugs, in 18% of cases one of the parents 

has left the family home, 22% experienced family 

violence, 19% had been abused and 29% were raised 

by people other than their parents. One in three par-

ticipants had attempted suicide, in 62% of the cases 

while they were homeless. More here. (in Spanish) 

 

6,600 people homeless in Westphalia 

 

The latest homelessness statistics show that in 2013, 

6600 people in Westphalia (Germany) were without 

their own place to live – 20 percent more than in 

2012. The highest number of homeless people was 

recorded in Bielefeld (869) followed by Munster (733) 

and Gelsenkirchen (452). The increase in numbers is, 

according to the Ministry of Social Affairs partly due to 

a more accurate detection. The profile of homeless 

people has hardly changed in recent years: Almost 

three-quarters of homeless people are male, one in 

ten is under 18 years old and almost 30 percent of 

the adult homeless population have a migration back-

ground. In all of North Rhine-Westphalia, around 

19,800 people were housed in homeless shelters and 

other facilities or stayed with friends in the past year. 

More here.  

local trends 

For any reactions/comments/contributions to the  

e-bulletin, please contact us at info@habitact.eu 

http://salzburg.orf.at/news/stories/2638187/
http://www.derbytelegraph.co.uk/Cuts-blame-Derby-8217-s-homeless-population/story-21194338-detail/story.html
http://ecodiario.eleconomista.es/sociedad/noticias/5646772/03/14/Mas-de-2000-personas-viven-sin-hogar-en-la-comunidad-de-madrid.html#.Kku8gyrqQMD1LTO
http://www.die-glocke.de/lokalnachrichten/regionales/6600-Menschen-in-Westfalen-obdachlos-31463665-63f7-4eaa-8843-46cae7933150-ds
mailto:info@habitact.eu

